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Cordoba, World Heritage Site 

Cordoba is a city with an enormous cultural and monumental legacy, an inheritance of the different civilizations that have lived here over the centuries. In 
1994, the UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization) recognized the universal importance of its historical patrimony, 
and extended the World Heritage nomination to include not only the Mosque-Cathedral (1984), but also all the surrounding urban ensemble.
Within the area declared a World Heritage site are remains that testify to the splendour of Cordoba in a number of historical periods: from Roman times, 
there is the bridge on the Guadalquivir, the mosaics of the Castle (Alcazar) and the columns of the Temple of Claudius Marcellus (1st century), as well as 
several wall paintings. The Arabic period in Cordoba (8th -13th centuries) is represented by the Great Mosque. The district of the Jewish Quarter bears 
testimony to the Jewish culture present in the city in Medieval times. From the Christian Middle Ages date two key constructions: the Alcazar (Castle) 
of the Christian Monarchs and the Calahorra Tower. Modern Age art can be seen in the Renaissance church built in the middle of the Mosque, which 
marked its conversion into a Catholic Cathedral.

www.turismodecordoba.org

Córdoba, Vida y Genio (vídeo)

THE COURTYARD 
IN WINTER
Pure seduction

The bonhomie, partying, street life, culture and local 
gastronomy still play a major role in Cordoba during 
the winter season, when there is a varied schedule of 
concerts, plays and activities which are a real delight 
for the public.

At Christmas, a considerable number of courtyards 
open their doors for the crowds to enjoy the lively 
choirs, zambombas (pottery drums) and campanil-
leros (bell ringers). The Christmas Courtyards pro-
gramme includes activities in the patios and a Christ-
mas cake-making competition, as well as special 
guided tours, some of which are dramatized.

At the same time, the Christmas lights are lit in the 
main streets and the Municipal Nativity Scene (3) 
set up. There are also Christmas Markets in Plaza 
de las Tendillas and the Botanical Gardens, a perfor-
mance of choirs from Cordoba and a full, varied pro-
gramme featuring the Cordoba Orchestra.

In January, the Three Kings’ Parade takes place, 
there is the Medieval Market near the river, the Car-
nival Groups competition and the Carnival parades 
in the street, all of which try to spread their particular 
brand of joy and fun in the streets of Cordoba.

At this time of the year, Flamenco also occupies a 
privileged place in the city’s cultural agenda. Be-
tween January to April, the Flamenco Route round 
the Taverns is held.(4).

THE COURTYARD 
IN AUTUMN
A cultural experience 

Cordoba dresses up in autumnal colours through 
poetry, haute cuisine, cultural diversity, knowl-
edge, wisdom and art in all its facets. In autumn, 
culture is reborn, putting down new roots in its 
streets and squares, theatres and palaces, muse-
ums and monuments. It is a season when nature, 
great food, equestrian events, courtyards, theatre 
and music all take pride of place.

The season begins in September with the Se-
phardic Autumn Programme, the Intercaza Fair, 
World Tourism Day, the Gourmet Caliphate event 
and Cabalcor, which attracts horse owners from 
all over Spain in September. During the event, there 
is the National Morphological Competition of 
Purebred Spanish Horses, as well as Classic Dres-
sage and Cattle-Herding Dressage competitions.

It continues in October, when poetry fans shouldn’t 
miss the chance to take part in ‘Cosmopoetica’, 
(1) which is considered one of the best poetry en-
counters in Europe, and the Spanish Doma Vaquera 
(Cattle-Herding Dressage) Championships take 
place. The link between horses and Cordoba dates 
back to the reign of Philip II (16th Century), who 
ordered the Royal Stables to be built in order to 
create the Purebred Spanish Horse (2).

The programme ends in November with the ‘Ra-
fael Orozco’ Piano Festival, which, together with 
the series of concerts by the Orchestra of Cordo-
ba, completes this musical autumn – not to forget 
the Cordoba National Competition of Flamenco 
Art, which has been held every three years in No-
vember since 2010.
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Cordoba is a city to fall in love with. It is a city which awakens the senses. Declared a World Heritage site, its blend of ancient and modern is a 
living testimony of the cultures that settled here. Few places in the world can boast of having been the capital of Hispania Ulterior under the Ro-
man Empire and capital of the Umayyad Caliphate in Arabic times. Apart from all the museums and sights there are to see, one of the greatest 
pleasures for the visitor is simply to stroll around the streets - to discover the charming labyrinth of hidden alleyways, squares and whitewashed 
courtyards in the area around the Mosque-Cathedral, the authentic symbol of the city.
Cordoba feels alive and makes you feel alive, too. Come and discover it!

THE COURTYARD 
IN SPRING
The Orange 
Blossom opens

In early March, as the orange blossom opens, 
the city wakens to the spring, brimming with 
beauty and freshness. The murmur of the foun-
tains and the intense scent of the orange blos-
som follow you wherever you go as you enjoy the 
unique sensorial experience of visiting this World 
Heritage city in spring.

It starts with Holy Week (1), declared in Andalu-
sia as a festival of National Tourist Interest. The 
fun continues with the Country Pilgrimages to 
Santo Domingo and Linares, the Book Fair that 
begins in April and ends in May and the Battle of 
the Flowers, where floats are driven in parades 
decorated with carnations. Next comes the po-
pular ‘May Crosses’ festival (2) and the Dance 
School Competition.

In April there is also the Montilla-Moriles Wine 
Tasting Festival, in which over 20 wineries take 
part. In May follows the Festival of the Court-
yards (‘Patios’) of Cordoba, declared Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity by the UNESCO in 2012, 
with its complementary Window Grilles and Bal-
conies Competition.

Another highlight of the city’s festive calendar is 
the Town Fair dedicated to Nuestra Señora de 
la Salud (3). The joy of the ‘sevillanas’ dancing, 
fino wine, tapas, gypsy costumes and the Cordo-
ban take centre stage.

THE COURTYARD 
IN SUMMER
Music beneath 
the stars

Each summer, Cordoba becomes one huge stage 
ringing to a wide range of sounds. History, art and 
culture open up their secrets to the public and a 
multicultural kaleidoscope of artists from all back-
grounds and origins seduce the spectator on these 
balmy summer nights. It is the ideal season to enjoy 
the night-time in Cordoba.

Each year in June, the White Night of Flamenco (4), 
with stages dotted all around the city, brings together 
all the top names in Flamenco music.

The musical event to crown them all is the Cordoba 
Guitar Festival (5). It takes place in July and enjoys 
great national and international recognition due to 
the exceptional quality of its guest performers. As 
well as the big name gigs, there are music workshops 
and courses.

Also part of the summer programme is the Interna-
tional Festival of Sephardic Music, as well as other 
activities such as Shopping Night, Cinema under 
the Moonlight, Roots in the Garden and Nights in 
the Zoo, to name but a few.

Just a short drive from Cordoba
The province of Cordoba is full of beautiful natural spots of great environmental value and towns whose history and art really take you back in time.
Two of the most important Andalusian towns of the Baroque era are in the province of Cordoba: Priego and Lucena, whose churches and 
chapels encapsulate all the architectural tendencies in 17th and 18th century art.
Zuheros, nestled in a corner of the Sierra Subbetica mountain range, is one of the most colourful and popular villages in the south of the 
peninsula, and Montoro’s old quarter is embraced by the waters left behind by the River Guadalquivir in one of its many meandering turns. 
Almodovar del Rio, near the Sierra de Hornachuelos Natural Park, has one of the best-loved castles in Andalusia, whose turrets and battlements 
bear the scars of much of the province’s history.
Historical sites, natural areas, festivals and local traditions declared of interest to tourists, charming spots... this is just a taste of what the 
province of Cordoba can offer the visitor.

Rings um Córdoba
Über die gesamte Provinz verteilt finden sich ökologisch sehr wertvolle Landschaften und Schutzgebiete sowie malerische Städtchen, in denen 
die Zeit stehen geblieben scheint und deren Geschichte und Kunst alljährlich Tausende von Touristen anzieht.
So liegen zwei der bedeutendsten Barock-Städte Andalusiens in der Provinz Córdoba: Priego und Lucena. Das sich im Süden der Provinz, inmitten 
der Sierra Subbética befindliche Bergstädtchen Zuheros ist eine der farbenreichsten und volkstümlichsten Ortschaften im Süden der Iberischen 
Halbinsel. Gleiches gilt auch für Montoro, oder fürs kleine Städtchen Almodóvar del Río, das unweit des Naturparks Sierra de Hornachuelos 
gelegen ist, besitzt eine der schönsten Festungsanlagen ganz Andalusiens. Historische Bauwerke, herrliche Landschaften, volkstümliche Feste 
und Folklore sowie bezaubernde Kleinode sind nur einige der Attribute, die Touristen in der Provinz von Córdoba entdecken können.
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The Courtyards
The courtyards (“patios”) of Cordoba originated from Roman culture, and have now become one of 
the city’s main attractions. The hot, dry summers led Roman settlers over the centuries to adapt 
their houses by arranging them around a central courtyard, which usually featured a fountain 
or a well in the middle. The Muslims varied this scheme by building an entrance hall next to the 
main door from the street and filling the courtyard with plants to cool the air and give a feeling of 
freshness. In December 2012, the Festival of the Courtyards (“Patios”) was declared Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity by the UNESCO. The city of Cordoba, in honour of the courtyards, has set 
up a Visitors’ Centre for the interpretation of the Patios at Calle Trueque, nº4. Come and see it 
and visit an authentic Cordoban courtyard (patio) at any time of the year.

Culture all the year round 
Mosque-Cathedral • Castle (Alcazar) of the Christian Monarchs • Museum of Julio Romero de 
Torres • Baths of the Arabic Castle (Alcazar) • Royal Stables • Synagogue • Medina Azahara • 
Roman Temple • Museum of Fine Arts • Archaeological Museum • Calahorra Tower Museum • 
Bullfighting Museum • Moorish Chapel of San Bartolomé • Gateway to the Bridge • Fernandine 
Churches • Viana Palace • Fosforito Flamenco Centre.

“Passion and Spirit of the Andalusian Horse” 
This unique, magical equestrian show reveals all the beauty, intelligence and nobility of our Anda-
lusian Horse, a breed originating from Cordoba, as well as the consummate skill of their riders. 
The show features a range of different disciplines such as "Cattle-herding Dressage", "Use of Poles 
(Garrocha)", "Use of Long Reins and Leading by Hand" or "Pulling Carriages". The show is a real 
pleasure for the whole family, and takes place in the magnificent setting of the Royal Stables of 
Cordoba, in a monumental building dating from 1570.

The Soul of Cordoba
The Mosque-Cathedral of Cordoba is one of the most impressive monuments of humanity and 
perhaps the most idiosyncratic religious building in the world today. In 1984, it was declared a 
'World Heritage Monument' by the UNESCO.
The Soul of Cordoba is a new way to get to know this unique religious building and admire its 
beauty. This night-time tour tells the history of the monument, its artistic value and its cul-
tural and religious importance through a sound and light show, with simultaneous narration in a 
choice of different languages.

Cordoba’s cuisine 
Cordoba’s cuisine reflects in its dishes the traditions and flavours of all the peoples who have 
settled here. To the Romans we owe our fondness for olive oil, the basis of the Mediterranean diet. 
The Arab influence can be seen in the preference for mixing sweet and sour flavours and the use of 
vegetables and nuts, especially in confectionery, where the Jewish heritage also left its mark. The 
Christians introduced meat-eating to the Cordovan table, with all the different ways of preparing it.
Cordoba boasts a long list of high quality gourmet food products, starring seven Denominations 
of Origin products, including olive oil, wine, vinegar and Iberian ham. Four of these categories are 
found for olive oil: D.O. Baena, D.O. Priego de Cordoba, D.O. Montoro-Adamuz and D.O.P. Olive 
Oil of Lucena; one for the wine D.O. Montilla-Moriles as well as D.O. Montilla-Moriles vinegar, 
which is produced in the same geographical area; and one category is for Iberian ham: D.O. Jamón 
los Pedroches.
It also features a number of characteristic local dishes such as Cordoban Salmorejo, bull's tail, 
ham flamenquin, aubergines with honey, the cakes known as alfajores and pestiños and Cordo-
ban pastry... all of which are served in any of the many wonderful Catering establishments dotted 
around the city.



Madrid

Sevilla
Málaga

Barcelona

Alicante

Valencia

Zaragoza

Cordoba, World Heritage Site 

Cordoba is a city with an enormous cultural and monumental legacy, an inheritance of the different civilizations that have lived here over the centuries. In 
1994, the UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization) recognized the universal importance of its historical patrimony, 
and extended the World Heritage nomination to include not only the Mosque-Cathedral (1984), but also all the surrounding urban ensemble.
Within the area declared a World Heritage site are remains that testify to the splendour of Cordoba in a number of historical periods: from Roman times, 
there is the bridge on the Guadalquivir, the mosaics of the Castle (Alcazar) and the columns of the Temple of Claudius Marcellus (1st century), as well as 
several wall paintings. The Arabic period in Cordoba (8th -13th centuries) is represented by the Great Mosque. The district of the Jewish Quarter bears 
testimony to the Jewish culture present in the city in Medieval times. From the Christian Middle Ages date two key constructions: the Alcazar (Castle) 
of the Christian Monarchs and the Calahorra Tower. Modern Age art can be seen in the Renaissance church built in the middle of the Mosque, which 
marked its conversion into a Catholic Cathedral.

www.turismodecordoba.org

Córdoba, Vida y Genio (vídeo)

THE COURTYARD 
IN WINTER
Pure seduction

The bonhomie, partying, street life, culture and local 
gastronomy still play a major role in Cordoba during 
the winter season, when there is a varied schedule of 
concerts, plays and activities which are a real delight 
for the public.

At Christmas, a considerable number of courtyards 
open their doors for the crowds to enjoy the lively 
choirs, zambombas (pottery drums) and campanil-
leros (bell ringers). The Christmas Courtyards pro-
gramme includes activities in the patios and a Christ-
mas cake-making competition, as well as special 
guided tours, some of which are dramatized.

At the same time, the Christmas lights are lit in the 
main streets and the Municipal Nativity Scene (3) 
set up. There are also Christmas Markets in Plaza 
de las Tendillas and the Botanical Gardens, a perfor-
mance of choirs from Cordoba and a full, varied pro-
gramme featuring the Cordoba Orchestra.

In January, the Three Kings’ Parade takes place, 
there is the Medieval Market near the river, the Car-
nival Groups competition and the Carnival parades 
in the street, all of which try to spread their particular 
brand of joy and fun in the streets of Cordoba.

At this time of the year, Flamenco also occupies a 
privileged place in the city’s cultural agenda. Be-
tween January to April, the Flamenco Route round 
the Taverns is held.(4).

THE COURTYARD 
IN AUTUMN
A cultural experience 

Cordoba dresses up in autumnal colours through 
poetry, haute cuisine, cultural diversity, knowl-
edge, wisdom and art in all its facets. In autumn, 
culture is reborn, putting down new roots in its 
streets and squares, theatres and palaces, muse-
ums and monuments. It is a season when nature, 
great food, equestrian events, courtyards, theatre 
and music all take pride of place.

The season begins in September with the Se-
phardic Autumn Programme, the Intercaza Fair, 
World Tourism Day, the Gourmet Caliphate event 
and Cabalcor, which attracts horse owners from 
all over Spain in September. During the event, there 
is the National Morphological Competition of 
Purebred Spanish Horses, as well as Classic Dres-
sage and Cattle-Herding Dressage competitions.

It continues in October, when poetry fans shouldn’t 
miss the chance to take part in ‘Cosmopoetica’, 
(1) which is considered one of the best poetry en-
counters in Europe, and the Spanish Doma Vaquera 
(Cattle-Herding Dressage) Championships take 
place. The link between horses and Cordoba dates 
back to the reign of Philip II (16th Century), who 
ordered the Royal Stables to be built in order to 
create the Purebred Spanish Horse (2).

The programme ends in November with the ‘Ra-
fael Orozco’ Piano Festival, which, together with 
the series of concerts by the Orchestra of Cordo-
ba, completes this musical autumn – not to forget 
the Cordoba National Competition of Flamenco 
Art, which has been held every three years in No-
vember since 2010.

1

2

3

4

CÓRDOBA
TOURIST DESTINATION

S P A I N

Ed
iti

on
: N

ov
em

be
r 2

01
6



Cordoba is a city to fall in love with. It is a city which awakens the senses. Declared a World Heritage site, its blend of ancient and modern is a 
living testimony of the cultures that settled here. Few places in the world can boast of having been the capital of Hispania Ulterior under the Ro-
man Empire and capital of the Umayyad Caliphate in Arabic times. Apart from all the museums and sights there are to see, one of the greatest 
pleasures for the visitor is simply to stroll around the streets - to discover the charming labyrinth of hidden alleyways, squares and whitewashed 
courtyards in the area around the Mosque-Cathedral, the authentic symbol of the city.
Cordoba feels alive and makes you feel alive, too. Come and discover it!

THE COURTYARD 
IN SPRING
The Orange 
Blossom opens

In early March, as the orange blossom opens, 
the city wakens to the spring, brimming with 
beauty and freshness. The murmur of the foun-
tains and the intense scent of the orange blos-
som follow you wherever you go as you enjoy the 
unique sensorial experience of visiting this World 
Heritage city in spring.

It starts with Holy Week (1), declared in Andalu-
sia as a festival of National Tourist Interest. The 
fun continues with the Country Pilgrimages to 
Santo Domingo and Linares, the Book Fair that 
begins in April and ends in May and the Battle of 
the Flowers, where floats are driven in parades 
decorated with carnations. Next comes the po-
pular ‘May Crosses’ festival (2) and the Dance 
School Competition.

In April there is also the Montilla-Moriles Wine 
Tasting Festival, in which over 20 wineries take 
part. In May follows the Festival of the Court-
yards (‘Patios’) of Cordoba, declared Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity by the UNESCO in 2012, 
with its complementary Window Grilles and Bal-
conies Competition.

Another highlight of the city’s festive calendar is 
the Town Fair dedicated to Nuestra Señora de 
la Salud (3). The joy of the ‘sevillanas’ dancing, 
fino wine, tapas, gypsy costumes and the Cordo-
ban take centre stage.

THE COURTYARD 
IN SUMMER
Music beneath 
the stars

Each summer, Cordoba becomes one huge stage 
ringing to a wide range of sounds. History, art and 
culture open up their secrets to the public and a 
multicultural kaleidoscope of artists from all back-
grounds and origins seduce the spectator on these 
balmy summer nights. It is the ideal season to enjoy 
the night-time in Cordoba.

Each year in June, the White Night of Flamenco (4), 
with stages dotted all around the city, brings together 
all the top names in Flamenco music.

The musical event to crown them all is the Cordoba 
Guitar Festival (5). It takes place in July and enjoys 
great national and international recognition due to 
the exceptional quality of its guest performers. As 
well as the big name gigs, there are music workshops 
and courses.

Also part of the summer programme is the Interna-
tional Festival of Sephardic Music, as well as other 
activities such as Shopping Night, Cinema under 
the Moonlight, Roots in the Garden and Nights in 
the Zoo, to name but a few.

Just a short drive from Cordoba
The province of Cordoba is full of beautiful natural spots of great environmental value and towns whose history and art really take you back in time.
Two of the most important Andalusian towns of the Baroque era are in the province of Cordoba: Priego and Lucena, whose churches and 
chapels encapsulate all the architectural tendencies in 17th and 18th century art.
Zuheros, nestled in a corner of the Sierra Subbetica mountain range, is one of the most colourful and popular villages in the south of the 
peninsula, and Montoro’s old quarter is embraced by the waters left behind by the River Guadalquivir in one of its many meandering turns. 
Almodovar del Rio, near the Sierra de Hornachuelos Natural Park, has one of the best-loved castles in Andalusia, whose turrets and battlements 
bear the scars of much of the province’s history.
Historical sites, natural areas, festivals and local traditions declared of interest to tourists, charming spots... this is just a taste of what the 
province of Cordoba can offer the visitor.

Rings um Córdoba
Über die gesamte Provinz verteilt finden sich ökologisch sehr wertvolle Landschaften und Schutzgebiete sowie malerische Städtchen, in denen 
die Zeit stehen geblieben scheint und deren Geschichte und Kunst alljährlich Tausende von Touristen anzieht.
So liegen zwei der bedeutendsten Barock-Städte Andalusiens in der Provinz Córdoba: Priego und Lucena. Das sich im Süden der Provinz, inmitten 
der Sierra Subbética befindliche Bergstädtchen Zuheros ist eine der farbenreichsten und volkstümlichsten Ortschaften im Süden der Iberischen 
Halbinsel. Gleiches gilt auch für Montoro, oder fürs kleine Städtchen Almodóvar del Río, das unweit des Naturparks Sierra de Hornachuelos 
gelegen ist, besitzt eine der schönsten Festungsanlagen ganz Andalusiens. Historische Bauwerke, herrliche Landschaften, volkstümliche Feste 
und Folklore sowie bezaubernde Kleinode sind nur einige der Attribute, die Touristen in der Provinz von Córdoba entdecken können.

1

5

43

2

The Courtyards
The courtyards (“patios”) of Cordoba originated from Roman culture, and have now become one of 
the city’s main attractions. The hot, dry summers led Roman settlers over the centuries to adapt 
their houses by arranging them around a central courtyard, which usually featured a fountain 
or a well in the middle. The Muslims varied this scheme by building an entrance hall next to the 
main door from the street and filling the courtyard with plants to cool the air and give a feeling of 
freshness. In December 2012, the Festival of the Courtyards (“Patios”) was declared Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity by the UNESCO. The city of Cordoba, in honour of the courtyards, has set 
up a Visitors’ Centre for the interpretation of the Patios at Calle Trueque, nº4. Come and see it 
and visit an authentic Cordoban courtyard (patio) at any time of the year.

Culture all the year round 
Mosque-Cathedral • Castle (Alcazar) of the Christian Monarchs • Museum of Julio Romero de 
Torres • Baths of the Arabic Castle (Alcazar) • Royal Stables • Synagogue • Medina Azahara • 
Roman Temple • Museum of Fine Arts • Archaeological Museum • Calahorra Tower Museum • 
Bullfighting Museum • Moorish Chapel of San Bartolomé • Gateway to the Bridge • Fernandine 
Churches • Viana Palace • Fosforito Flamenco Centre.

“Passion and Spirit of the Andalusian Horse” 
This unique, magical equestrian show reveals all the beauty, intelligence and nobility of our Anda-
lusian Horse, a breed originating from Cordoba, as well as the consummate skill of their riders. 
The show features a range of different disciplines such as "Cattle-herding Dressage", "Use of Poles 
(Garrocha)", "Use of Long Reins and Leading by Hand" or "Pulling Carriages". The show is a real 
pleasure for the whole family, and takes place in the magnificent setting of the Royal Stables of 
Cordoba, in a monumental building dating from 1570.

The Soul of Cordoba
The Mosque-Cathedral of Cordoba is one of the most impressive monuments of humanity and 
perhaps the most idiosyncratic religious building in the world today. In 1984, it was declared a 
'World Heritage Monument' by the UNESCO.
The Soul of Cordoba is a new way to get to know this unique religious building and admire its 
beauty. This night-time tour tells the history of the monument, its artistic value and its cul-
tural and religious importance through a sound and light show, with simultaneous narration in a 
choice of different languages.

Cordoba’s cuisine 
Cordoba’s cuisine reflects in its dishes the traditions and flavours of all the peoples who have 
settled here. To the Romans we owe our fondness for olive oil, the basis of the Mediterranean diet. 
The Arab influence can be seen in the preference for mixing sweet and sour flavours and the use of 
vegetables and nuts, especially in confectionery, where the Jewish heritage also left its mark. The 
Christians introduced meat-eating to the Cordovan table, with all the different ways of preparing it.
Cordoba boasts a long list of high quality gourmet food products, starring seven Denominations 
of Origin products, including olive oil, wine, vinegar and Iberian ham. Four of these categories are 
found for olive oil: D.O. Baena, D.O. Priego de Cordoba, D.O. Montoro-Adamuz and D.O.P. Olive 
Oil of Lucena; one for the wine D.O. Montilla-Moriles as well as D.O. Montilla-Moriles vinegar, 
which is produced in the same geographical area; and one category is for Iberian ham: D.O. Jamón 
los Pedroches.
It also features a number of characteristic local dishes such as Cordoban Salmorejo, bull's tail, 
ham flamenquin, aubergines with honey, the cakes known as alfajores and pestiños and Cordo-
ban pastry... all of which are served in any of the many wonderful Catering establishments dotted 
around the city.



Cordoba is a city to fall in love with. It is a city which awakens the senses. Declared a World Heritage site, its blend of ancient and modern is a 
living testimony of the cultures that settled here. Few places in the world can boast of having been the capital of Hispania Ulterior under the Ro-
man Empire and capital of the Umayyad Caliphate in Arabic times. Apart from all the museums and sights there are to see, one of the greatest 
pleasures for the visitor is simply to stroll around the streets - to discover the charming labyrinth of hidden alleyways, squares and whitewashed 
courtyards in the area around the Mosque-Cathedral, the authentic symbol of the city.
Cordoba feels alive and makes you feel alive, too. Come and discover it!

THE COURTYARD 
IN SPRING
The Orange 
Blossom opens

In early March, as the orange blossom opens, 
the city wakens to the spring, brimming with 
beauty and freshness. The murmur of the foun-
tains and the intense scent of the orange blos-
som follow you wherever you go as you enjoy the 
unique sensorial experience of visiting this World 
Heritage city in spring.

It starts with Holy Week (1), declared in Andalu-
sia as a festival of National Tourist Interest. The 
fun continues with the Country Pilgrimages to 
Santo Domingo and Linares, the Book Fair that 
begins in April and ends in May and the Battle of 
the Flowers, where floats are driven in parades 
decorated with carnations. Next comes the po-
pular ‘May Crosses’ festival (2) and the Dance 
School Competition.

In April there is also the Montilla-Moriles Wine 
Tasting Festival, in which over 20 wineries take 
part. In May follows the Festival of the Court-
yards (‘Patios’) of Cordoba, declared Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity by the UNESCO in 2012, 
with its complementary Window Grilles and Bal-
conies Competition.

Another highlight of the city’s festive calendar is 
the Town Fair dedicated to Nuestra Señora de 
la Salud (3). The joy of the ‘sevillanas’ dancing, 
fino wine, tapas, gypsy costumes and the Cordo-
ban take centre stage.

THE COURTYARD 
IN SUMMER
Music beneath 
the stars

Each summer, Cordoba becomes one huge stage 
ringing to a wide range of sounds. History, art and 
culture open up their secrets to the public and a 
multicultural kaleidoscope of artists from all back-
grounds and origins seduce the spectator on these 
balmy summer nights. It is the ideal season to enjoy 
the night-time in Cordoba.

Each year in June, the White Night of Flamenco (4), 
with stages dotted all around the city, brings together 
all the top names in Flamenco music.

The musical event to crown them all is the Cordoba 
Guitar Festival (5). It takes place in July and enjoys 
great national and international recognition due to 
the exceptional quality of its guest performers. As 
well as the big name gigs, there are music workshops 
and courses.

Also part of the summer programme is the Interna-
tional Festival of Sephardic Music, as well as other 
activities such as Shopping Night, Cinema under 
the Moonlight, Roots in the Garden and Nights in 
the Zoo, to name but a few.

Just a short drive from Cordoba
The province of Cordoba is full of beautiful natural spots of great environmental value and towns whose history and art really take you back in time.
Two of the most important Andalusian towns of the Baroque era are in the province of Cordoba: Priego and Lucena, whose churches and 
chapels encapsulate all the architectural tendencies in 17th and 18th century art.
Zuheros, nestled in a corner of the Sierra Subbetica mountain range, is one of the most colourful and popular villages in the south of the 
peninsula, and Montoro’s old quarter is embraced by the waters left behind by the River Guadalquivir in one of its many meandering turns. 
Almodovar del Rio, near the Sierra de Hornachuelos Natural Park, has one of the best-loved castles in Andalusia, whose turrets and battlements 
bear the scars of much of the province’s history.
Historical sites, natural areas, festivals and local traditions declared of interest to tourists, charming spots... this is just a taste of what the 
province of Cordoba can offer the visitor.

Rings um Córdoba
Über die gesamte Provinz verteilt finden sich ökologisch sehr wertvolle Landschaften und Schutzgebiete sowie malerische Städtchen, in denen 
die Zeit stehen geblieben scheint und deren Geschichte und Kunst alljährlich Tausende von Touristen anzieht.
So liegen zwei der bedeutendsten Barock-Städte Andalusiens in der Provinz Córdoba: Priego und Lucena. Das sich im Süden der Provinz, inmitten 
der Sierra Subbética befindliche Bergstädtchen Zuheros ist eine der farbenreichsten und volkstümlichsten Ortschaften im Süden der Iberischen 
Halbinsel. Gleiches gilt auch für Montoro, oder fürs kleine Städtchen Almodóvar del Río, das unweit des Naturparks Sierra de Hornachuelos 
gelegen ist, besitzt eine der schönsten Festungsanlagen ganz Andalusiens. Historische Bauwerke, herrliche Landschaften, volkstümliche Feste 
und Folklore sowie bezaubernde Kleinode sind nur einige der Attribute, die Touristen in der Provinz von Córdoba entdecken können.
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The Courtyards
The courtyards (“patios”) of Cordoba originated from Roman culture, and have now become one of 
the city’s main attractions. The hot, dry summers led Roman settlers over the centuries to adapt 
their houses by arranging them around a central courtyard, which usually featured a fountain 
or a well in the middle. The Muslims varied this scheme by building an entrance hall next to the 
main door from the street and filling the courtyard with plants to cool the air and give a feeling of 
freshness. In December 2012, the Festival of the Courtyards (“Patios”) was declared Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity by the UNESCO. The city of Cordoba, in honour of the courtyards, has set 
up a Visitors’ Centre for the interpretation of the Patios at Calle Trueque, nº4. Come and see it 
and visit an authentic Cordoban courtyard (patio) at any time of the year.

Culture all the year round 
Mosque-Cathedral • Castle (Alcazar) of the Christian Monarchs • Museum of Julio Romero de 
Torres • Baths of the Arabic Castle (Alcazar) • Royal Stables • Synagogue • Medina Azahara • 
Roman Temple • Museum of Fine Arts • Archaeological Museum • Calahorra Tower Museum • 
Bullfighting Museum • Moorish Chapel of San Bartolomé • Gateway to the Bridge • Fernandine 
Churches • Viana Palace • Fosforito Flamenco Centre.

“Passion and Spirit of the Andalusian Horse” 
This unique, magical equestrian show reveals all the beauty, intelligence and nobility of our Anda-
lusian Horse, a breed originating from Cordoba, as well as the consummate skill of their riders. 
The show features a range of different disciplines such as "Cattle-herding Dressage", "Use of Poles 
(Garrocha)", "Use of Long Reins and Leading by Hand" or "Pulling Carriages". The show is a real 
pleasure for the whole family, and takes place in the magnificent setting of the Royal Stables of 
Cordoba, in a monumental building dating from 1570.

The Soul of Cordoba
The Mosque-Cathedral of Cordoba is one of the most impressive monuments of humanity and 
perhaps the most idiosyncratic religious building in the world today. In 1984, it was declared a 
'World Heritage Monument' by the UNESCO.
The Soul of Cordoba is a new way to get to know this unique religious building and admire its 
beauty. This night-time tour tells the history of the monument, its artistic value and its cul-
tural and religious importance through a sound and light show, with simultaneous narration in a 
choice of different languages.

Cordoba’s cuisine 
Cordoba’s cuisine reflects in its dishes the traditions and flavours of all the peoples who have 
settled here. To the Romans we owe our fondness for olive oil, the basis of the Mediterranean diet. 
The Arab influence can be seen in the preference for mixing sweet and sour flavours and the use of 
vegetables and nuts, especially in confectionery, where the Jewish heritage also left its mark. The 
Christians introduced meat-eating to the Cordovan table, with all the different ways of preparing it.
Cordoba boasts a long list of high quality gourmet food products, starring seven Denominations 
of Origin products, including olive oil, wine, vinegar and Iberian ham. Four of these categories are 
found for olive oil: D.O. Baena, D.O. Priego de Cordoba, D.O. Montoro-Adamuz and D.O.P. Olive 
Oil of Lucena; one for the wine D.O. Montilla-Moriles as well as D.O. Montilla-Moriles vinegar, 
which is produced in the same geographical area; and one category is for Iberian ham: D.O. Jamón 
los Pedroches.
It also features a number of characteristic local dishes such as Cordoban Salmorejo, bull's tail, 
ham flamenquin, aubergines with honey, the cakes known as alfajores and pestiños and Cordo-
ban pastry... all of which are served in any of the many wonderful Catering establishments dotted 
around the city.
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Cordoba, World Heritage Site 

Cordoba is a city with an enormous cultural and monumental legacy, an inheritance of the different civilizations that have lived here over the centuries. In 
1994, the UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization) recognized the universal importance of its historical patrimony, 
and extended the World Heritage nomination to include not only the Mosque-Cathedral (1984), but also all the surrounding urban ensemble.
Within the area declared a World Heritage site are remains that testify to the splendour of Cordoba in a number of historical periods: from Roman times, 
there is the bridge on the Guadalquivir, the mosaics of the Castle (Alcazar) and the columns of the Temple of Claudius Marcellus (1st century), as well as 
several wall paintings. The Arabic period in Cordoba (8th -13th centuries) is represented by the Great Mosque. The district of the Jewish Quarter bears 
testimony to the Jewish culture present in the city in Medieval times. From the Christian Middle Ages date two key constructions: the Alcazar (Castle) 
of the Christian Monarchs and the Calahorra Tower. Modern Age art can be seen in the Renaissance church built in the middle of the Mosque, which 
marked its conversion into a Catholic Cathedral.

www.turismodecordoba.org

Córdoba, Vida y Genio (vídeo)

THE COURTYARD 
IN WINTER
Pure seduction

The bonhomie, partying, street life, culture and local 
gastronomy still play a major role in Cordoba during 
the winter season, when there is a varied schedule of 
concerts, plays and activities which are a real delight 
for the public.

At Christmas, a considerable number of courtyards 
open their doors for the crowds to enjoy the lively 
choirs, zambombas (pottery drums) and campanil-
leros (bell ringers). The Christmas Courtyards pro-
gramme includes activities in the patios and a Christ-
mas cake-making competition, as well as special 
guided tours, some of which are dramatized.

At the same time, the Christmas lights are lit in the 
main streets and the Municipal Nativity Scene (3) 
set up. There are also Christmas Markets in Plaza 
de las Tendillas and the Botanical Gardens, a perfor-
mance of choirs from Cordoba and a full, varied pro-
gramme featuring the Cordoba Orchestra.

In January, the Three Kings’ Parade takes place, 
there is the Medieval Market near the river, the Car-
nival Groups competition and the Carnival parades 
in the street, all of which try to spread their particular 
brand of joy and fun in the streets of Cordoba.

At this time of the year, Flamenco also occupies a 
privileged place in the city’s cultural agenda. Be-
tween January to April, the Flamenco Route round 
the Taverns is held.(4).

THE COURTYARD 
IN AUTUMN
A cultural experience 

Cordoba dresses up in autumnal colours through 
poetry, haute cuisine, cultural diversity, knowl-
edge, wisdom and art in all its facets. In autumn, 
culture is reborn, putting down new roots in its 
streets and squares, theatres and palaces, muse-
ums and monuments. It is a season when nature, 
great food, equestrian events, courtyards, theatre 
and music all take pride of place.

The season begins in September with the Se-
phardic Autumn Programme, the Intercaza Fair, 
World Tourism Day, the Gourmet Caliphate event 
and Cabalcor, which attracts horse owners from 
all over Spain in September. During the event, there 
is the National Morphological Competition of 
Purebred Spanish Horses, as well as Classic Dres-
sage and Cattle-Herding Dressage competitions.

It continues in October, when poetry fans shouldn’t 
miss the chance to take part in ‘Cosmopoetica’, 
(1) which is considered one of the best poetry en-
counters in Europe, and the Spanish Doma Vaquera 
(Cattle-Herding Dressage) Championships take 
place. The link between horses and Cordoba dates 
back to the reign of Philip II (16th Century), who 
ordered the Royal Stables to be built in order to 
create the Purebred Spanish Horse (2).

The programme ends in November with the ‘Ra-
fael Orozco’ Piano Festival, which, together with 
the series of concerts by the Orchestra of Cordo-
ba, completes this musical autumn – not to forget 
the Cordoba National Competition of Flamenco 
Art, which has been held every three years in No-
vember since 2010.
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